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CHAPTER I. - |GENERAL INFORMATION FOR JUDGES,
EVALUATORS, TECHNICAL CONTROLLERS AND
COACHES

1.! WORLD AQUATICS ARTISTIC SWIMMING JUDGES LIST

1!

2.1

4.

Each World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Judge (“World Aquatics Judge”) shall be on
the World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Judges List (“World Aquatics Judges List”).

World Aquatics Judges must attend the Certification School and pass the exam with

pass mark as determined by World Aquatics every four (4) years.

All nominated Judges must pass the World Aquatics Online Assessment annually
(“Annual Online Assessment”) in order to be considered an active Judge on the
Judges List. The only exception is World Aquatics Instructors who create the

assessment and, therefore, do not need to take the assessment.

In order to be accepted by World Aquatics as a Judge, candidates must, in the below

order, (a —d):
a. complete the current World Aquatics school certification pathway,
b. pass the World Aquatics Advanced Certification Exam,

c. Complete the required judging hours and submit their records to the Continental
Representative for their approval before their name can be submitted by their

Member Federation to the World Aquatics, and

d. attend a Certification School and obtain a passing mark as determined by World

Aquatics to qualify as a World Aquatics Judge.

All hominations must be submitted to the World Aquatic's Office in Lausanne,

Switzerland by the specified date annually.

Each Member Federation must complete and submit to World Aquatics an activity

report for each of its World Aquatics Judges by the specified date annually.

World Aquatics is the only body which can classify a Judge as World Aquatics Judge
on the World Aquatics Judges List, subject to the approval of the World Aquatics

Bureau.

Members of the World Aquatics Technical Artistic Swimming Committee (“TASC”) are
in addition to the maximum quota of World Aquatics Judges allowed per Member
Federation and are identified on the World Aquatics Judges List with a letter “F”. When
such individuals are no longer members of the TASC, two things shall be considered

when determining their subsequent status as a World Aquatics Judge:

1 World Aquatics Judges List category when they became a member of the
TASC.

1 Judging activity during their term in the TASC.
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9.! If their Member Federation’s quota is at the maximum level, the former TASC member
shall be in addition to the quota until a vacancy becomes available. If a former
member was not on the World Aquatics Judges List when initially named to the TASC,
their status shall be determined based on judging activity during their term on the
TASC.

The maximum age for a Judge to be included on the World Aquatics Judges List is sixty-five (65)

years of age, as per the World Aquatics By-Laws.

The World Aquatics Judges List will be generated from the World Aquatics GMS and made

available on the World Aquatics website under http://www.fina.org/content/fina-officials-lists.

2. THE EVALUATION OF JUDGES

2.1 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

Evaluation requirements will be set by World Aquatics and announced to Member Federations at

a later date.

2.2! EVALUATION REPORTS

The evaluation data is reviewed and compiled into individual Judge files by World Aquatics.

Each report is included in the Judge’s file to become part of the basis for decisions regarding

remaining on the World Aquatics Judges List and/or promotion/demotion.

The evaluation files are used to assist World Aquatics in selecting World Aquatics Judges for the
World Aquatics Championships, the Olympic Games, World Aquatics Cups, and the Olympic

Qualification Tournament.

Each World Aquatics Evaluator shall, to the best of their judgment, determine how accurately a
Judge scores routines and figures according to the criteria set forth in the World Aquatics
Handbook. Additional factors to be considered by the World Aquatics Evaluator include Judges’:

Il Use of the score range

Il Independence of opinion

Il Level of concentration

Il Evidence of bias

Il Promptness in arriving at meetings/events and delivery of scores

1l Ability to make decisions and contribute to discussions at Judges’ meetings

Il Professional attitude/behavior and compliance with the appropriate dress code

I Always demonstrating fair play

Il Positive attitude

Il Displaying ethical values

The Evaluators are required to provide all their reports together with the individual Judge detailed
evaluation reports and comments to the World Aquatics Office within 40 (forty) days of the end
of the competition. Distribution of the individual Judges’ detailed evaluation reports and all other

documents pertaining to Judges’ evaluations is the responsibility of the World Aquatics Office.
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2.2.1 Appeals Policy

It needs to be recognized that evaluations are not an exact science; that the World Aquatics
Evaluators are human and subject to the same influences as the Judges whether positive or
negative. Therefore, there is an appeal process available when a Judge feels that their evaluation
is unfair or biased against them. Judges can appeal only if their overall rating is below 50% and/or

a Bias rating of 1. An evaluation can be overturned on appeal.
Appeals Process:

! A Judge reports their evaluation to their Member Federation requesting a review

within 60 (sixty) days of the date World Aquatics sends their report.

The Member Federation submits an appeal to the World Aquatics Office.

The Commission will review the application.

World Aquatics may appoint an Independent Evaluator from the current Evaluators
List to review and assess the appealed evaluation. The review must include a
thorough examination of the rating the Judge received and must provide a rationale
for what, if any, adjustment to the Judge’s evaluation is required. This review would
include reviewing computer printouts, Judge’'s scores, the panel scores, the
Evaluator’'s scores, and supporting documentation provided by the original World
Aquatics Evaluator on how the rating and/or Bias rating were determined. World
Aquatics will provide all reports necessary for the Independent Evaluator to complete

the review.

! The independent review is to be completed within sixty (60) days of the appointment
of and receipt of supporting documentation by the Independent Evaluator

conducting the review.

World Aquatics, the Member Federation, the Judge, and the World Aquatics Evaluator will receive
a copy of the independent report conducted by the Independent Evaluator and its conclusions.
Any evaluation report that is revised must be sent by the Independent Evaluator to the World
Aquatics Office, who is responsible for sending the revised report to the Judge. The World
Aquatics Database Manager, the Continental Database Manager and the Member Federation of

the Judge will only receive a copy of the revised summary.
The World Aquatics Appeal decision is final.

Judges wishing to discuss their evaluation for the purpose of clarification or additional feedback

are encouraged to approach the Evaluator directly.
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3. WORLD AQUATICS ARTISTIC SWIMMING EVALUATORS POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES

The World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Evaluators list (“World Aquatics Evaluators List”) shall be
composed of World Aquatics Judges appointed by the TASC for a two (2) year period. World
Aquatics will approve a maximum of two (2) World Aquatics Evaluators from the same Member
Federation. Member Federations submitting two (2) Evaluator names must select a first-choice
pick and a second-choice pick in the event that World Aquatics is unable to select two (2)
Evaluators from the same Member Federation due to the number of applications received. It is
not necessary to be on the current Judges list to apply but the applicant must demonstrate

recent judging activity with World Aquatics and strong evaluations.

World Aquatics will review the applications and will make the final decision about the World

Aquatics Evaluators List.

Applications must be accompanied by a resume of the World Aquatics Judge’s experience as a
World Aquatics Evaluator and a record of their own judging statistics. World Aquatics Evaluators
will not be selected to judge at World Aquatics competitions. Before their approval by World

Aquatics, Evaluators must complete and pass a practical exercise.

The World Aquatics Evaluators List will be generated from the GMS and made available on the

World Aquatics website under https://www.worldaquatics.com/artistic-swimming/officials

World Aquatics is the only body that can approve or remove a World Aquatics Evaluator from the
World Aquatics Evaluators List. Positions on the list are not transferable within a Member

Federation.

The nominated Evaluators must have a working knowledge of and ability to communicate in
English. They must have strong facilitating skills and be able to use the software required for
reporting to World Aquatics. World Aquatics Evaluators can remain on the World Aquatics
Evaluators List even after their retirement as a Judge. The maximum age of an Evaluator is 70

(seventy).

World Aquatics Evaluators must stay current and attend World Aquatics seminars for World
Aquatics Evaluators, as requested to attend (live or online sessions). Evaluators must attend the
Certification School and pass the test once every four (4) years as well as pass the Annual Online
Assessment, unless otherwise directed by World Aquatics. Nominated Evaluators must also take
and pass a World Aquatics Evaluator practical assignment in order to be accepted to the

Evaluators List.

Member Federations hosting an international competition may invite, at the Member
Federation’'s expense, an Evaluator. Member Federations are required to notify the World
Aquatics Office of the name and date of the competition and the name of the invited Evaluator.
All World Aquatics Evaluators must be approved in advance by the World Aquatics Office.
Before accepting an invitation to evaluate at a competition, Evaluators are required to contact
the World Aquatics Office to ensure that they have been approved. National Championship

evaluations will not be considered by World Aquatics.
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Member Federation Organizing Committees where an Evaluator is present are expected to fully

co-ope

rate with the Evaluator. The host Member Federation is expected to use a World

Aquatics approved computer evaluation software program to accompany the competition

results.

Roles, Responsibilities and Skills

World Aquatics Evaluators:

Are expected to attend and lead all Judges’ meetings to set the World Aquatics standard

of excellence during the competition. All meetings are to be conducted in English.

During routine events should be seated on the pool deck or preferably on the Judges’

platform during the routine events.
During figures competitions-should circulate among the panels on the pool deck.

Unofficially judge every session to compare their scores to those of the Judges being

evaluated.

At the conclusion of each session, if appropriate, and/or following finals, host judge

debrief meetings for the purpose of Judges’ education and accountability.

Must ensure they have the email addresses of all the Judges at the competition and that

all the Judges have their emaiil.

Must be willing to share technical knowledge with colleagues that are developing as

Judges and Evaluators.

The World Aquatics Evaluators may be evaluated by World Aquatics on the following skills:

How timely they complete and deliver evaluation reports to the World Aquatics Office.
Their ability to complete all the required forms accurately.
How effectively they lead the Judges’ meetings and debrief sessions.

Their ability to confront issues on site, addressing bias, cohort judging, using the correct
score range, recognizing athletes of equal level, ranking, Judges having any difficulties

with judging, and ethics.

Feedback from the event Referees, Judges, Coaches, athletes, and TASC will be taken

into consideration, as needed.
Their neutrality and ethics.

Their computer skills, including Microsoft Word, Excel, Adobe Acrobat, and file sharing

programs.

The World Aquatics Evaluator must refrain from posting to any social media outlet in relation to

the event, the athletes, the officials, or anyone serving in any capacity at the event while on duty

at the competition.

Conflict of Interest

The World Aquatics Evaluator must declare all conflicts of interest to World Aquatics in advance,

e.g., Iif

the Evaluator currently is, or has in the past twelve (12) months been, a regular

Coach/Choreographer of the athletes or when the livelihood of the World Aquatics Evaluator is

dependent on or is perceived to be dependent on the result of any athlete in the competition.
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4.1 SELECTION OF JUDGES

Selection of Judges for the Olympic Games, the Olympic Qualification Tournament, the World
Aquatics Championships, World Aquatics Cups, and other World Aquatics competitions will

include consideration of the following:

I World Aquatics Judges List category

! Completing all activity requirements (see Section 5)

! Continental representation

! Evaluations

! The ability to demonstrate fair play on and off the field of play

! Positive attitude and adherence to World Aquatics ethics (see Section 7)
! No bias for or against any athletes on any grounds in competitions

! Demonstrated ability to base their marks or decisions only on the current

performance without influence by a reputation or past performances
Qualified TASC Members may be used as Judges at any World Aquatics competition.

The number of Judges appointed to the Olympic Games is determined by the International

Olympic Committee (IOC) and/or World Aquatics.

Additional Judges from Member Federations not participating at the competition may be
permitted to judge subject to the approval by the World Aquatics Office and the local organizing

committee.
Conflict of Interest:

World Aquatics Judges with a conflict of interest shall not be selected for events/competitions.

The following categories of people are deemed to have a conflict of interest:

I A Relative of an athlete

! A current Coach of an athlete or Relative of a current Coach of an athlete
! A Team Manager or a Relative of a Team Manager
! An inhabitant of the same household of the athlete and any of a), b) & c) above

! A person who receives money from any Member Federation that has athletes in the

competition

! When the official currently is, or has in the past twelve (12) months been, the regular

Coach/Choreographer of the athlete

! When the livelihood of the official is dependent on, or is perceived to be dependent

on, the outcome

A "Relative" refers to a person connected with another by blood or marriage (including partner).
Relative also includes step relationships including parent, child, sibling, uncle, aunt, nephew,

niece, first cousin, grandparent, or spouse.
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A "Coach" refers to any person who coaches figures and/or routines on a regular basis to the

athlete.
5.1 WORLD AQUATICS CERTIFICATION/DEVELOPMENT SCHOOL FOR JUDGES
5.1! INTRODUCTION

The main goal of this program is to promote sports growth by offering a continuous learning
pathway for active Artistic Swimming Judges, providing, and setting the necessary

competencies to become a World Aquatics Judge.

A range of World Aquatics Development and Certification Schools are currently offered by the
World Aquatics Development Program, with the objective of establishing a universal and

standardized Judges training and certification system.

Through this program, all the participants have access to the same information, guidelines, and
interpretation of the World Aquatics Rules, increasing the number of certified officials and

enhancing their knowledge.

5.2! WORLD AQUATICS OFFICIALS’ CERTIFICATION PATHWAY

The World Aquatics Officials Certification Pathway allows a Technical Official to progress through

different steps to become a recognized International Technical Official.

There are a variety of entry points for officials, depending on their existing knowledge, experience,

proven abilities, and qualifications.

5.2.1! World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Development and Certification Schools

The World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Development and Certification Schools are held over a
duration of three (3) days concluding with an Exam. Every effort will be made by the host of the
school to ensure that the exam is written in the early afternoon so participants may return home
that day.

The official working language for the World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Development and

Certification Schools for Judges is English.

The curriculum will be based on the World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Manual for Judges,
Coaches & Referees 2022-2025, and the World Aquatics Rules 2022-2025.

The courses are given by Instructors, members of the World Aquatics TASC or appointed by the
World Aquatics TASC based on the following criteria:

Il Continental representation consideration

Il Proven experience with teaching and facilitating courses/seminars

Il Proven professionalism and neutrality

Il Evaluation excellence

Il Superior communication skills

Il Displayed strong ethics

Il Conflicts of Interest
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Instructors will be proposed to World Aquatics from the list of current World Aquatics
Judges/Evaluators or recently retired World Aquatics Judges/Evaluators. These will be reviewed

as required by World Aquatics.
5.2.2! Requirements

At least ten (10) Judges must attend in order to have a World Aquatics Artistic Swimming
Development or Certification School. The maximum registered delegates are thirty (30) people

per school, including observers.

ol If the maximum number of thirty (30) Judges is not reached at the conclusion of the
registration, additional observers are welcome to attend up to the total maximum of

30 delegates.
! No more than one Coach per federation may register as observer.

! No observers have the right to write the exam.

All candidates and observers must be registered in the World Aquatics GMS by the

required deadline to be eligible.

The registration for the schools will be closed once the maximum number of participants has

been reached.

All the participants attending a World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Development or Certification
School must be nominated by their National Federations through the World Aquatics GMS by the

registration deadline. All participants shall ensure that they comply with the below requirements:

! Be at least 18 years of age and not over 65 (sixty-five) years of age at the start of the

World Aquatics Development School program.
! Demonstrate a good level of spoken and written skills in English.
! Fully participate in all sessions of the course and complete all required assessments.
! Agree to abide by the World Aquatics Code of Ethics.

*! Itis strongly recommended that candidates have independent appropriate travel and
health insurance coverage before undertaking any independent officials practice

covering any unusual circumstances, including Covid.

Only fully submitted registrations will be considered for approval. The nationality of the

nominated participants will be verified by the World Aquatics Office.

Please note that only approved participants may attend a World Aquatics Artistic Swimming

Development or Certification School.

5.2.3! Exam Writing — Code of Conduct

If a participant is absent one (1) day from the school, they cannot take the test. If a participant is
absent half a day for unusual circumstances, they must provide the reason for their absence to
the instructor. This will be taken into consideration by the instructor in determining whether the

participant will be allowed to take the test.
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For the written exam, interpreters, use of online resources, electronic watches, and cell phones
are not permitted. Paper dictionaries are allowed but must be shown to the instructor prior to

writing the exam.

Disciplinary actions will be taken against those who act in a dishonest way or for any misconduct,

including the removal from the World Aquatics List for a two-year period.

5.3! WORLD AQUATICS ARTISTIC SWIMMING DEVELOPMENT SCHOOLS FOR JUDGES
5.3.1 Overview

For any person to begin training as an Artistic Swimming Judge, World Aquatics offers to all
National Federations the possibility to host a World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Development

School at three different levels:

! AS Development Schools — Beginner level are designed to meet the needs of those
National Federations who have requested Judges’ instruction and do not have any
Judges training program in place. This School caters to those with limited basic

knowledge or no experience in judging. These schools are online.

AS Development Schools — Intermediate level are designed for those National
Federations that have Judge training programs in place and host national Age Group
competitions. Judges participating will be knowledgeable, active, and experienced
requiring more in-depth training of skills at an intermediate level, including

competition requirements and duties of officials. These schools are online.

AS Development Schools — Advanced level are designed for National Federations
that have their own Judges school program and want to promote their national
Judges to be qualified as World Aquatics Judges. It is recommended for those
Federations running national Artistic Swimming Age Group and Senior competitions.
This School caters to those who require more in-depth training of skills at an
advanced level and helps to prepare participants to attend, participate, and certify at

a World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Certification School for Judges.

Please note that the following individuals do not need to attend a World Aquatics
Artistic Swimming Development School and may attend a World Aquatics Artistic
Swimming Certification School to write their exam: National Team Elite Artistic
Swimming athletes (retired), National Team Coaches, and National Judges, if the

following requirements have been met:

Il Significant judging activity at a national level involving different age groups for a

minimum of three (3) years
Il Judging at international events hosted by their own Member Federation

Il Proven judging ability with strong evaluations from a World Aquatics Certified

Evaluator for a minimum of three (3) years

Federations wishing to nominate a candidate for exemption must forward the name to the
World Aquatics Office and submit the required paperwork (judging activity report and copies

of evaluations for a minimum of three (3) years according to the timelines).



a»ee ARTISTIC SWIMMING MANUAL FOR JUDGES,
e WORLD TECHNICAL CONTROLLERS, REFEREES & COACHES
]
- )

AQ UATI CS In force as from 15 January 2025

5.3.2! Specific course requirements

These courses are open to all the National Federations interested in training Judges that are not

on the current World Aquatics List.

All participants attending a World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Development School shall ensure

that they comply with the below requirements:

! At least forty (40) hours per year of practical judging must be obtained after passing
the test at a World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Development School - Beginner or
Intermediate level prior to advancing to the next school level (either from Beginner to

Intermediate or from Intermediate to Advanced).

! At least sixty (60) hours per year of practical judging must be obtained after passing
the test at a World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Development School - Advanced level
prior to attending a World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Certification School. The level
of competitions that the Judge attends will be considered. Advanced Judges are

encouraged to gain experience outside of their federation.

5.3.3! Assessment

At the conclusion of the school, all the Judges will take a test. In order to pass a World Aquatics

Artistic Swimming Development School, participants must:
! Obtain a minimum score of 80% at the Beginner level
! Obtain a minimum score of 80% at the Intermediate level
! Obtain a minimum score of 85% at the Advanced level

Judges who pass the school will receive a diploma, which entitles the holder to participate at the
next World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Development School level subject to having obtained the

required judging hours as described in Section 4.2 below.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Participants must obtain a minimum score of 85% at the Advanced level
test. They then must judge for a minimum of sixty (60) hours. This judging activity must be
reported to their Continental Representative before they will be considered eligible to participate

at a World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Certification School.

The judging activity must be sent to the Continental Representative using the Activity Report

Form for new Judges, with a copy sent to the World Aquatics Office for approval.

5.4! WORLD AQUATICS ARTISTIC SWIMMING CERTIFICATION SCHOOLS FOR JUDGES

54.1! Overview

The World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Certification Schools will prepare and certify highly

qualified Judges wishing to be registered, or to remain registered on, the World Aquatics List.

IMPORTANT NOTE: In order to be considered for judging at a World Aquatics Competition,
alJudge must have successfully passed the Judges Exam administered at one of the World
Aquatics Artistic Swimming Certification Schools for Judges every four (4) years plus the annual
on-line exam, unless otherwise directed by the World Aquatics TASC (World Aquatics Instructors

are exempt).

10
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World Aquatics Evaluators must attend a World Aquatics Certification School for Judges and
pass the test once every four (4) years, unless otherwise directed by the World Aquatics TASC

(World Aquatics Instructors are exempt), as well as pass the annual on-line exam.

Judges who do not pass the Certification Exam have a second opportunity to rewrite the exam

within the one-year period and before November 1st of the following year.

5.4.2! Specific course requirements

The World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Certification Schools are open to Judges wishing to be
registered, or to remain registered on, the World Aquatics Judges List. All candidates must

comply with one of the following requirements:

! New Judges are eligible to attend a Certification School if they have passed the
Advanced level school (minimum score 85%) and have registered at least sixty (60)
hours of judging activity after the date of the advanced exam with their Continental
Representative. Only those candidates having their judging activity approved by their
Continental Representative are eligible to register for a World Aquatics Artistic

Swimming Certification School.

! World Aquatics Judges that are already on the World Aquatics Judges List and require
certification may register to a Certification School without having previously passed

the Advanced level school’'s exam.
Priority for attendance at World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Certification Schools shall be:

! Judges who have registered through the GMS for certification by no later than the

registration deadline established per each World Aquatics School.

! One Coach per Member Federation is allowed to attend as an Observer if they are
registered with the World Aquatics GMS by the established deadline and the
maximum number of participants (30) has not been reached. They are expected to

attend all sessions except for the examination.

! If there are additional spaces available, World Aquatics age eligible active national
level Judges (65 and under) and active national level Coaches may fill the remaining
spots. They must be registered through the World Aquatics GMS as an Observer and

will be approved by World Aquatics on a first come first serve basis.

5.4.3! Assessment

To receive the certification, a Judge must attend a World Aquatics Artistic Swimming

Certification School and pass the test with a pass rate as determined by World Aquatics.

5.4.4! Assessmentretake policy

Judges who do not pass the exam may take it a second time by no later than 1st November at a

World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Development or Certification School:

! Judges rewriting the exam may choose to attend the entire course or sit for the exam

only.

! They must be registered through the World Aquatics GMS by the established

deadline.
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Please note that a Judge is allowed to write two (2) exams per year only.

IMPORTANT NOTE: To be considered for reinstatement to the World Aquatics Judges List, the

Judge must attend a World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Development School — Advanced level

and pass the advanced level exam with a minimum score of 85%.

ol

ol

ol

Obtain a minimum score of 85% on the Advanced level test. After the Judge passes
the Advanced level test, they must do a practicum and judge at competitions for a
minimum of sixty (60) hours. When the Judge has completed the judge practicum,
their activity must be submitted to the Continental Representative for approval. Once
the Continental Representative has approved the judging activity in the log, the Judge

will then become eligible to write the Certification exam.

Attend a World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Certification School and pass the test with
a minimum score of 80%. Judges will not be added to the World Aquatics Judges List

until after they pass the Certification test.

Must have their nomination for the World Aquatics Judges List submitted by their

Member Federation.

5.4.5! Procedure for non-attendance at a World Aquatics Artistic Swimming (“AS”)

Certification School or Fast Track

5.4.5.1! World Aquatics Judges

World Aquatics Judges who have been prevented from attending a Certification School for

personal reasons may submit a written request to the World Aquatics with a copy sent to the

Continental Representative, to be considered as a candidate for the World Aquatics Fast Track

Program for reinstatement in the category.

To be considered by the TASC for reinstatement as a World Aquatics Judge, the candidate must

provide the following documents to the TASC Commission and to the World Aquatics Office:

ol

Judge’s evaluations for the past four (4) years.

! Judge’s activity both nationally and internationally, including on continent and off

ol

continent events.

Reasons for not being able to attend the World Aquatics AS Certification School nor

write and/or pass the exam.

The Judge would additionally have to commit to doing the following Fast Track Activities by

November 1lst of the following year:

! Attend a full Certification School.

ol

Pass the exam with a score of 85% or more.

! Obtain a minimum of two (2) evaluations of Very Good (5) or Good (4) rating with a

ol

Bias rating of three (3) from a current World Aquatics Evaluator.

Have the nomination submitted by their Federation to the World Aquatics Office by

November 1lst of the following year.
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5.5! WORLD AQUATICS ARTISTIC SWIMMING — ONLINE EXAM FOR CERTIFIED JUDGES

Each World Aquatics Judge (unless otherwise directed by the World Aquatics) must annually take

the online World Aquatics Artistic Swimming — Exam for Certified Judges.

5.5.1! Procedure for World Aquatics Judges failing or missing the World Aquatics AS Online
Exam

If a candidate does not pass or does not write the annual World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Exam
for Certified Judges within the one-month period, they will be listed on the World Aquatics AS

Judges List but will not be eligible to officiate at World Aquatics events during the current season.

The Judge will need to write and pass the online World Aquatics Artistic Swimming Exam for
Certified Judges the following year and will need to demonstrate a judging activity within their

region (complete a minimum of 60 (sixty) hours).
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6.! TECHNICAL CONTROLLERS (DIFFICULTY & SYNCHRONIZATION)

6.1! INTRODUCTION

Please note that this section of the AS Manual will be reviewed on an ongoing basis as needed
and may be subject to edits and changes. Every effort will be made to communicate and inform

the World Aquatics Family of these changes.

Two (2) groups of three (3) Technical Controllers must officiate in routines: one (1) group to check
the number, order of performance, and predeclared difficulty of Free Elements, and the
performance and predeclared order of Technical Required Elements (technical routines), and

one (1) group to register the number and type of synchronization errors observed.

6.1.1! Difficulty Technical Controllers

There will be one (1) Difficulty Technical Controller (DTC) and two (2) Difficulty Assistant
Technical Controllers (DATC). The purpose of the role is to verify all Elements (Technical
Required Elements (technical routines), Hybrids and Acrobatics) performed in real time as they
occur in a routine. They are also responsible for the identification of any technical errors.
Technical errors are differences from what is declared on the Coach Card to what is performed
in the water OR an error in a Technical Required Element (technical routines). DTCs also verify
that other general requirements have been completed in the routine as per the AS Rules. The

DTC will have communication to the Referee.

DTCs are to follow all process and written requirements (general, technical, or skill) as per the AS
Rules, Appendix 2 (Technical Routines), Appendix 3 (Set No. of Elements), Appendix 4 (Acrobatic
Routine), and Appendix 5 (Combo) of AS Rules, Hybrid Difficulty Catalogue (Appendix 6 to AS
Rules), and the Team and Pair Acrobatics Catalogues (Appendix 7 to AS Rules). If a requirement
(general, technical, or skill) is not in writing in an official AS document noted above, then the

decision should go in favor of the athlete.

6.1.2! Synchronization Technical Controllers

There will be three (3) Synchronization Technical Controllers (STC) who will record the number
of synchronization errors (unequal actions) they observe during the performance of a routine.
They will be seated on deck with a clear view of the pool. The STC panel is present only for Duet

and Team routines.

6.1.2.1! Synchronization

Synchronization is the precision of movements in unison - to have actions happen at the same

time or correspond exactly in design.

Lack of synchronization can be understood as unequal action or accuracy error when
comparing two (2) or more athletes swimming at the same time. Unequal actions can be due to
the timing and/or design errors of the movements that make the “picture” imprecise, inaccurate,

and/or not perfect to what the choreography is intended to demonstrate.

Further, unequal action is any movement performed by two (2) or more athletes with a difference
in timing or positioning (design/shape). Movements that are choreographed as intentional

unequal movements shall not be penalized.

! Difference in timing includes:
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Il Movements that are not performed in complete unison; or
Il Actions that do not happen at the exact same time

! Difference in positioning includes differences in:

Il Position of head, arms, legs, or other body parts used
Il Water level of head, arms, legs, or other body parts used
Il Spacing and pattern shape

If two (2) or more athletes show different positioning and it is unknown which athlete
performed the intended/correct position and yet it is clear there was a difference, it is

considered an unequal action.

Synchronization errors are defined in three categories — small, obvious, or major:

Small Errors Slight differences that cannot be considered as two (2) different
movements but distort the image of perfect synchronization.

Small synchronization errors include:
! Slight differences in timing

! Alldifferences in positioning (design/shape) (also considered by
Elements panel):

e/  Non-accurate movements in pattern alignment and spacing
! Differences in angles or height
! Non-parallel walkouts

Obvious Errors Any unintentional difference in matching that produces the effect of two
(2) movements being done one after the other.
Obvious synchronization errors include clear differences in timing.

Major Errors Any error that produces an alteration in routine content (missing one or
more movements by one or more athletes).

Major synchronization errors include missing movements, ie. any
alteration of the routine content by one (1) or more athletes (e.g., one
quick backstroke that is missed by an athlete).

All major errors must have video review overseen by the Referee since

they result in the largest deduction. They ensure process is followed and

does not participate in any decision making regarding the major error(s).

STCs are to follow all process and written requirements for recording synchronization errors

(unequal actions) as detailed in Scoring Synchronization (Appendix 8 to AS rules).
6.2! ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
6.2.1! DTC and DATC

The role of the Difficulty Technical Controller (DTC) and Difficulty Assistant Technical Controllers
(DATC) are as follows:

Il The DTC and DATCs shall receive the Coach Cards after the Coach Card submission

deadline and prior to the event practice beginning. Upon receipt of Coach Cards, the DTC
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and DATCs are officially assuming their duties for the event and may not discuss Coach

Cards with any athletes, Coaches, Judges, or Member Federation representatives.

The DTC and DATCs shall hold an initial meeting at the event prior to practice observation
to review the submitted Coach Cards for inclusion of requirements (such as Hybrid
Connection, Acrobatic DD limit for Tech Teams, etc.) OR any evident errors that can be

flagged prior to the event.

The DTC and DATCs must be onsite one full day before the start of the competition to
watch official event practice times to familiarize themselves with the event routines and
Coach Card declarations. Notes may be taken. DTCs or DATCs may not give any Coach

Card/Routine feedback to any athletes once the event has begun (inclusive of practice).

The DTC and DATCs shall hold a meeting prior to each event to review the Difficulty Guide,
rules, and their roles and to prepare in general for the specific event that they will be
controlling. This includes discussing any notes they may have taken during practice that

may better prepare them for the event.

The DTC and DATCs shall be seated independently mixed throughout the other
competition officials. Two DTCs shall sit spread out on one side of the pool and one DTC

shall sit on the other side of the pool
The DTC and DATCs will have communication with the Referee.

The DTC/DATC panel will operate as follows with shared and divided tasks for

controlling/checking required difficulty components as per the AS Rules:

! Technical Required Elements (TREs): Technical routines only - verification that the

athlete(s) did the TREs as declared and as defined in the rules
! Hybrids:

-Declared movements: (Family/Level)and any other requirements as per the

rules.

-Bonuses: Pattern Changes!(team events only)
! Acrobatics: Declared composition as per catalogue

! Otherrequirements as defined in the AS Rules (Appendix 2, 3,4 or 5)
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Women and Men
Solo Tech

Women and Men
Solo Free

Women Duet
Tech

Mixed Duet Tech

Women Duet
Free

Mixed Duet Free

Team Tech

Team Free
(Junior & Senior)

Team Free
(Youth)

Team Free
(12v)

Acrobatic
Routine
(Junior & Senior)

Free Combo
(Youth/s12U)

Family/Level
TREs
Set No. of Elements

Family/Level + 1 skill/family
Set No. of Elements

Family/Level

TREs + Pair Acro

Set No. of Elements

App. 2 — Gen. Requirements

Family/Level

TREs + Pair Acro

Required Hybrid

Set No. of Elements
Surface Connections

App. 2 — Gen. Requirements

Family/Level + 1 skill/family
Pair Acro
Set No. of Elements

Family/Level

Pair Acro

Surface Connections
Set No. of Elements

Family/Level

TREs

Incl. Cadence Action
Acrobatic max DD 3.0

Set No. of Elements

App. 2 — Gen. Requirements
1 Circle max

Family/Level + 1 skill/family
Acrobatics
Set No. of Elements

Family/Level + 1 skill/family
Acrobatics + max DD
Set No. of Elements

Family/Level + 1 skill/family
Acrobatics + max DD
Set No. of Elements

Acrobatics
Set No. of Elements
App. 4 - Requirements

Family/Level + 1 skill/family
Acrobatics + max DD

Set No. of Elements

App. 5 - Requirements

Family/Level

TREs

Set No. of Elements
Family/Level +1
skill/family

Set No. of Elements
Family/Level

TREs + Pair Acro

Set No. of Elements
App. 2 —Gen.
Requirements
Family/Level

TREs + Pair Acro
Required Hybrid

Set No. of Elements
Surface Connections
App. 2 —Gen.
Requirements
Family/Level +1
skill/family

Pair Acro

Set No. of Elements
Family/Level

Pair Acro

Surface Connections
Set No. of Elements
Family/Level

TREs

Incl. Cadence Action
Acrobatic max DD 3.0
Set No. of Elements
App. 2 —Gen.
Requirements

1 Circle max
Family/Level +1
skill/family
Acrobatics

Set No. of Elements
Family/Level +1
skill/family
Acrobatics + max DD
Set No. of Elements
Family/Level +1
skill/family
Acrobatics + max DD
Set No. of Elements
Acrobatics

Set No. of Elements
App. 4 Requirements
Family/Level +1
skill/family
Acrobatics + max DD
Set No. of Elements
App 5 - Requirements

anoe ARTISTIC SWIMMING MANUAL FOR JUDGES,

e WORLD TECHNICAL CONTROLLERS, REFEREES & COACHES

.2 AQ UATI CS In force as from 15 January 2025
Event DATC-1 DTC DATC-2

Family/Level

TREs

Set No. of Elements
Family/Level +1
skill/family

Set No. of Elements
Family/Level

TREs + Pair Acro

Set No. of Elements
App. 2 —Gen.
Requirements
Family/Level

TREs + Pair Acro
Required Hybrid

Set No. of Elements
Surface Connections
App. 2 —Gen.
Requirements
Family/Level +1
skill/family

Pair Acro

Set No. of Elements
Family/Level

Pair Acro

Surface Connections
Set No. of Elements
Pattern Change Bonus
TREs

Incl. Cadence Action
Acrobatic max DD 3.0
Set No. of Elements
App. 2 —Gen.
Requirements

1 Circle max

Pattern Change Bonus
Acrobatics
Set No. of Elements

Pattern Change Bonus
Acrobatics + max DD
Set No. of Elements

Pattern Change Bonus
Acrobatics + max DD
Set No. of Elements

Acrobatics
Set No. of Elements
App. 4 Requirements

Pattern Change Bonus
Acrobatics + max DD
Set No. of Elements
App 5 - Requirements

17



ARTISTIC SWIMMING MANUAL FOR JUDGES,
WORI—D TECHNICAL CONTROLLERS, REFEREES & COACHES

AQ UATI CS In force as from 15 January 2025

Each DTC and DATCs then watches the routine and confirm or denies if the declared
difficulty has been performed as declared on the Coach Card and if any other
requirements as per the rules have been completed or are incomplete. This is done
electronically (selecting “Confirm” or “Base Mark” in the scoring system) or via pencil and
paper method depending on the scoring system in place for the competition. The DTC
and DATC may also select “Review” if they need to re-watch an Element or requirement

to validate their decision to “Confirm” or “Base Mark”.

If one (1) of three (3) DTCs selects “Base Mark” or “Review” then the entire DTC panel must

review the Element/requirement.

The Technical Controllers may use the VAR (Video Assisted Review). They can have one
(1) review in slow motion for each element or transition part they are questioning. In order
for a Base Mark or Major Errors to be applied or the review to be dismissed, two of the

three DTC must be in agreement.

The DTC and DATCs shall use the principal of 2/3 (majority decision) when deciding on a

Base Mark, zero or penalty within a routine.
Action when declared difficulty is denied is as per the AS rules:

! Base Mark for Hybrids and Acrobatics,
! Zero (O) for Technical Required Elements, and

! Applicable penalties (as per the AS rules) for missing requirements or violations of

requirements.

As per Rule AS 14.2, the performance ends with music accompaniment. Therefore, if a
declared difficulty componentlis not completed by the time the music ends, DTCs wiill
apply the Base Mark to that Element because the declared difficulty is incomplete by the
end of the routine. For example, if an R4 (spin descending 1080°-1440°) is declared and
the athlete has only completed 720° when the music ended, the athlete shall receive the
Base Mark for this Element. If the athlete completes their declared difficulty in full by the

time the music ends, it islnotla Base Mark.

If an Element startslafter the music ends!- this shall be a zero (O), as the Element is not

completed by the time the routine ends and is therefore not part of the routine.

In case that an DTC/DATC is absent due to illness or other unforeseen circumstances, a
substitute/reserve DTC/DATC may be put in place that is available at the event (for
example a Judge that is not on a panel and is also a TC). The DTC panel should always

operate with three (3) DTCs.

Review of Declared Difficulty:

1! Technical Required Elements, Hybrids, Acrobatics, or other requirements are

reviewed in the order they were performed.

2! The DTC first states what Element/requirement is being reviewed, the level

(iflapplicable), and asks the DATC who called the review for the reason.

3. During the routine - if the DTC or an DATC sees a reason to review an Element or
requirement they select “Review” on the scoring program screen or they may say
“Review” as they flag the Element/requirement on the Coach Card if there is no

technology involved.
18
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4.! The DTC guides all discussions in any review including final decision based on the vote
among the three members.!If a unanimous decision cannot be reached by the TCs

after reviewing one (1) time in slow motion, the ruling will go in favor of the athlete.

5.! How the DTC handles the decisions on deductions: DTC confirms all deductions (TC

obligation) based on discussion and decision of the panel of DTCs.

6.! Unless there is a numerical/calculation error, NO changes can be made once the

results have been announced for each routine.

7.! Prior to the announcement of the score, the DTC and DATCs may continue to review
and confirm or deny Elements/requirements. The DTC must ask the DATCs if they
have any other items to discuss PRIOR to authorizing what was submitted on the

Coach Card/ observed in the routine.

8.! If it was already authorized and the scores have not been announced, alert the
Referee immediately to stop the announcement of the score so an error can be

corrected.

9. It is NOT possible to change Elements (Technical Required Elements, Hybrids, or

Acrobatics) once the score has been announced.

10.

Any feedback requested by a Coach/athlete can be provided after the competition.

11! The Scorer inputs the codes/levels of difficulty of the Technical Required Elements,

Hybrids and Acrobatics into the computer system.
STCs

The STC must be onsite one full day prior to start of the competition to watch official
event practice times to familiarize themselves with the event routines. STCs may not give
synchronization feedback to any competing athlete(s) once the event has begun

(inclusive of practice).

The STCs shall hold a meeting prior to Duet and Team events to review the
Synchronization Guide, rules, and their roles and to prepare in general for the specific

event that they will be controlling.

The STCs may be seated together or in different seating locations on deck with a clear

view of the pool. The STC seating locations will be communicated by the event Referee.

The STCs will use the synchronization operating system for the event as specified by the
scoring system in use and as directed by the Referee. Process as per the Introductory
Guide for Scoring Synchronization (Synchronization Device, Synchronization App or

Pencil and Paper method/using tally counters and synchro error sheet/chits).

Synchronization errors entered by STCs are validated as follows:
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! Electronic method

Il The average of small and obvious errors of the three STCs will be calculated to be
applied for the synchro error deduction. If major errors are identified by the STCs the
deduction will be applied following the review process outlined in "Review of Major

Synchronization Errors”.

! Pencil and paper method

I Number and type of the synchronization error is calculated as average number of

errors observed by STCs per type.

Il STCs shall submit their synchronization errors (small, obvious, and major) for each

athlete to the scorer/data input operator.

Il In the case that a major error has been identified — a video review overseen by the

Referee will take place as it will result in the largest deduction.

Il STCs do not take notes and should not discuss results with Coaches or competing

athletes after the event has concluded.

Il In the case that an STC is absent due to illness or other unforeseen circumstances,
a substitute/reserve STC may be put in place that is available at the event (for
example a Judge who is not on a panel and is also a TC). In the case that a substitute

can’t be found the STC panel may operate with two (2) STCs.

Review of Major Synchronization Errors:

6.3!

Il If a STC logs a major error, video review by the entire STC panel will take place and
will be overseen by the Referee. who ensures process is followed and does not

participate in any decision making regarding the major error(s).

Il In the case where the synchro device is in place the Referee will automatically see

that a major error has taken place and wiill initiate the video review.

Il In the case where technology is not in place (pencil and paper method), the STC

should communicate to the Referee that they have logged a major error.

Il The Referee then oversees the review of the major error(s) with the STC panel by

video review.

Il The video may only be reviewed a maximum of one (1) time in slow motion (for each

part with the major error(s) identified).

! In order for a major error to be applied or the review to be dismissed, two of the three

STCs must be in agreement.

Il At the conclusion of the review the Referee will communicate the final decision of

the STC panel regarding major errors to the Scorer.

THE APPOINTMENT OF TECHNICAL CONTROLLERS

The appointment of the Technical Controllers shall be managed in the following manner:

World Aquatics will offer training clinics for selected candidates
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World Aquatics will be responsible for training during the clinic and assessing the
performance of candidates in the clinic. It is recommended that the total number of

participants at each clinic shall not exceed 15 (fifteen) to 20 (twenty) trainees
Candidates will be trained as Synchronization and/or Difficulty Technical Controllers
Candidates will be required to write a certification exam

Technical Controllers will belselected by World Aquatics
Requirements to apply as a World Aquatics Technical Controller:

Artistic Swimming background

National Coaches that are still active are eligible to apply with the understanding that they

cannot officiate in the same level and year that they are coaching.
World Championships and World Cups (same level)

Junior and Youth World Championships (same level)

World Aquatics Judges are eligible to apply

The maximum age for a Technical Controller to be included on the World Aquatics

Technical Controllers List is sixty-five (65) years of age
Availability for training and competitions

Be comfortable with technology and using cloud platforms
Ability to communicate in English

Strong ethics

When appointed or approved to officiate at a competition, Technical Controllers must

comply with the following criteria:

Not be a Relative of a Competitor at the competition!

Not be a Relative of a current Coach of a Competitor at the competition
Not be a Team Manager or relative of a Team Manager at the Competition
Not be or be perceived to be dependent on the outcome of the competition

"Relative" refers to a person connected with another by blood or marriage (including
partner). Relative also includes step relationships and is any of parent, child, sibling, uncle,
aunt, nephew, niece, first cousin, grandparent, or spouse. "Coach" refers to any person
who coaches figures and/or routines on a regular basis to the competitor. All Technical

Controllers will be asked to declare their conflicts with their World Aquatics Applications.

Announcement of Appointments

Appointments of World Aquatic Technical Controllers shall be effective on the date decided by

World Aquatics. All World Aquatics TCs are appointed by World Aquatics.
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7.! ETHICS IN ARTISTIC SWIMMING

Ethics: “The philosophy of morals “
“The rules or standards governing the conduct of the members of a profession “
“To feel and act accordingly “

Artistic Swimming depends on human beings to decide fairly on scores and placings.

The most significant factors in Artistic Swimming judging are Respect, Responsibility, and

Integrity:

! Being fair, honest, and impartial in all dealings and decisions concerning the participants
in Artistic Swimming, particularly the athletes.

!  Being knowledgeable about World Aquatics Rules and applying them fairly.

!  Awareness of external pressures, from Club, Country, Member Federation, NOC, and
being resistant to these influencing scores.

!  Awareness of all Bias factors (positive, negative, country, continental, and personal) and
knowing how to deal with them ethically.

! Avoiding discussion of athlete performances until the competition is completed.
! Willing to provide constructive feedback to Coaches.

! Exchanging gifts only after the completion of the competition.

!  Conforming to acceptable dress codes.

!  Being aware and declaring your own conflicts of interest.

As well as with judging, there are other ethical considerations within Artistic Swimming:

!  The basics of human lifestyle, and the building of respect and fairness.

!  The review and the evaluation of norms and values.

!  What is right, what is questionable and what is not allowed.

!  What affects our decisions, and the freedom to make decisions.
Cohort judging or cheating
Cohort judging or cheating of any type will not be tolerated in Artistic Swimming. Any Judge
identified in this activity will be removed from further sessions of judging at that competition. A
meeting will be held with the World Aquatics Evaluator and a World Aquatics Delegate to
determine an action plan for the compromised Judge. When selecting Judges for World Aquatics

Championships or Olympic Games, priority will be given to World Aquatics Judges who have

demonstrated outstanding ethical practices, including evaluations for Bias.
Discrimination

Persons subject to this Code of Ethics shall not discriminate in any kind against anyone based
on reasons such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social

origin, property, birth or other status, or athletic ability.
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Harassment and Abuse

Persons subject to this Code of Ethics shall refrain from all forms of harassment and abuse, be
it sexual, physical, or psychological, whether occurring in isolation or in combination or whether
consisting of a one-off incident or a series of incidents, whether done in person or online,
(including but not limited to social media) and in particular from any abuse of authority, i.e,
thelimproper use of a position of influence, power, or authority over another person. Abuse can

also take the form of neglect.
Ethical Considerations for other groups:
Coaches:

Il Respect fellow athletes psychologically and physically

I Accept and follow World Aquatics Rules (including Doping) and Training Schedules.
Il Respect creativity

Il  Respect and cooperate with the Organizing Committees

Il Respect and cooperate with the Referee(s)

Il Respect'Judges’ and TC marks and decisions

Il Respect the results

Referees:

Il Enforce the Rules fairly and equitably
Il Respect and follow World Aquatics By-Laws

Evaluators:

Il Respect and follow World Aquatics Policy and Procedures for Evaluators

Team Managers:

Il Fairness first / share the pool

Il  Respect and cooperate with the Referee

Il Respect and cooperate with the Organizing Committee

Il Accept and follow World Aquatics Rules (including Doping) and Training Schedules

Technical Controller and Assistant Technical Controller:

Il Respect and follow World Aquatics Policy and Procedures for Technical Controllers

Il Enforce the World Aquatics Rules fairly and equitably
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8.! GENERAL CONCEPTS OF JUDGING FIGURES

A Figure is a combination of basic body positions and transitions, performed in a manner and

order as prescribed by the World Aquatics Handbook rule descriptions.

General concepts on Figures:

1!

2.1

3.!

Figures are defined in terms of their component parts: body positions and transitions.

A transition is a continuous movement from one position to another. The completion
of a transition should occur simultaneously with the achievement of a body position
and desired height. Except where otherwise specified, water level remains constant

during a transition.

Unless otherwise specified in the figure description, maximum height is always

desirable. Height is evaluated based on the water level of body parts.

Unless otherwise specified in the figure description, figures are executed in
alstationary position. Transitions which allow some movement will be marked with

anlarrow in the diagram.

Diagrams are a guide only. If there is discrepancy between a diagram and a written

description, the English written version of the World Aquatics Handbook shall prevail.

During the execution of a figure, a pause may occur only in basic body positions which

are printed in "bold type" and defined in Appendix 1 of the World Aquatics Handbook.

Basic movements are described, in Appendix 1 of the World Aquatics Handbook and

are "italicized' when referred to in a figure description.

When "and" is used to connect two (2) actions, it means one follows the other; when

"as" is used, it means both actions occur simultaneously.

When “rapid” or “rapidly” is used in the description, it shall apply specifically to the

tempo of the transition in which it is included, and not to the entire figure.

10.! Arm/hand positions and actions are optional.

9.l GUIDELINES FOR JUDGING FIGURES

Unless otherwise specified in the description, Figures shall be executed high and controlled,

inluniform motion, with each section clearly defined.

All judgements are made from the standpoint of perfection.

An athlete can obtain points from O — 10 using 1/10th points.
Perfect 10 Satisfactory 59-5.0
Near Perfect 9.9-95 Deficient 4.9-4.0
Excellent 9.4-9.0 Weak 3.9-3.0
Very good 8.9-80 Very weak 2.9-2.0
Good 7.9-7.0 Hardly recognizable 1.9-0.1
Competent 6.9-6.0 Completely failed (@)
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To be able to judge correctly a Judge must have in mind the design and control factors further

described below.
9.1! DESIGN

That portion of the Figure award attributed to the evaluation of the degree of conformation to

the positions and movements specified in the figure description.

As part of the design, Judges consider the accuracy of positions and transitions as specified in

the figure description.

Specific design factors include accuracy of all body positions and transitions according to the

description:

1. Accuracy of the lines, angles, and arches

Examples:

Il A Ballet Leg position is perpendicular to the surface

Il A Fishtail position has the foot of the extended leg at the surface

2.! Accuracy of alignment of body parts

Examples:

Il In Vertical Positions, alignment of ears, shoulder joints, hip joints, and ankles

Il In a Split Position, vertical alignment of head, shoulder, and hip joints; and horizontal
alignment of hip and shoulder joints with the two (2) horizontal lines ‘square’ and

parallel to one another.

3. Correctness of pikes and tucks

Examples:

Il 90° angle in Front Pike position
Il Back Pike position 45° angle or less, with legs and trunk extended

Il Tuck positions as compact as possible

4.! Accuracy of transitional movement

Examples:

Il In assuming a Front Pike Position, the hips replace the head at the surface
Il In Arch to Back Layout Position and Walkouts, head replaces hips at the surface

Il In a Combined Spin, the ascending and descending spins must have the same
number of revolutions

Il In a Thrust, a vertical upward movement of the legs and hips is rapidly executed as
the body unrolls

Il In Spins there is simultaneous rotation and completion of the required spin
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9.2! CONTROL

That portion of the figure award attributed to the evaluation of how well a performance achieves

control factors. The control factor is the use of strength and coordination to demonstrate

mastery of figure execution.

Control factors, which are further explained below, include extension, height, stability, clarity,

uniform motion, unless otherwise specified in the Figure description.

Control in Figures is the ability to:

Il Maintain high stable correct positions

I Move the body smoothly, accurately, and effortlessly through the required
transitions

Il Remain ‘on-the-spot’ unless otherwise specified in the description

Il Give an overall impression of ease of performance

Specific control factors include:

1!

Extension

Extension of total body throughout the figure, unless otherwise specified.

Sustained maximum height

Sustained maximum height of body parts in relation to the water surface, unless

otherwise specified in the figure description.

Uniform motion

Uniform motion means a constant speed of action throughout the figure, unless

otherwise specified in the figure description.

There shall be constant speed of action through each transitional movement.
Transitions are to be executed without any pauses or stops therein. This does not
mean that every transition takes the same amount of time, as it depends on the range
of movement required. For example: the time to achieve a Split Position from a Front
Pike Position takes longer than the time to assume a Front Pike Position from a Front

Layout Position because there is a larger range of movement required.

Judging emphasis is placed on controlled uniformity of performance speed, not

slowness.

When the rule requires a tempo change during one or more parts of a Figure, the

change(s) must conform to the tempo(s) specified.

When the rule states ‘rapid’ or uses ‘rapidly’ to describe an action or movement in the
figure, it should be obviously visible that there is more speed within this action or

movement.

Stationary

Figures are performed ‘on-the-spot’, with no travelling, except for movement

specified in a figure description.

Stability

Equilibrium must be maintained and unaffected by change of position.
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6.!

7.

Clarity

There must be a clear definition between positions and directions, continuous course

of action in the transitions.

Transitions proceed through the most direct and accurate course of action. When the
transition is finished, there should be a slight pause - as a ‘comma’, not a ‘period’ — to

define the position and completion of the transition before the next transition begins.

Ease of performance - overall impression

Appearance of total confidence and effortless, fluid execution without evidence of

strain.

BASIC PRINCIPLES OF JUDGING FIGURES

1!

2.1

3.!

Plumb line points of reference are used when evaluating vertical and horizontal

alignments.
The head always follows the alignment of the spine.

When initiating a transition, the athlete never begins by reversing the specified

direction of movement.

Unless otherwise specified by the figure description, all movements are executed to
be equal in time and space, with simultaneous and concurrent action within
transitions. All movements specified within a transition should begin from the
specified starting position and be completed with the achievement of the specified

final position and level.
AXxis - a straight line around which the body rotates.
Longitudinal axis - the lengthwise centre of the body.

Lateral axis - extending sideways from the body, either through a cross section (such

as the hips), or outside the body.

During a specific figure movement, the use of the term horizontal or vertical axis

specifies the relationship of the longitudinal axis to the surface of the water.

Height is evaluated based on the water level of body parts.
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9.4! DEDUCTIONS GUIDELINES FOR FIGURES
9.4.1! Directions for the use of deductions guidelines

Deduction guidelines are meant to be a good companion for Judges and facilitate discussions to

unify judging criteria.

Judges are not calculators and are not expected to memorize the list of deviations included in
Design Guidelines for Figures below. The information is to be used as a tool in assisting the

Judges in finalizing their score.

Athletes are not machines as well and may show a large variety and combinations of inaccuracies

or deviations during the performance of figures.

There are many aspects to consider in a Figure, even in the short ones, and the Judge has very
little time to summarize all and complete the judging process by giving a mark. It would be great
to review the Figure multiple times: once for extension, once for stability, once for design, etc,,
but this is not possible in competition, only during seminars or practice sessions for continuous

learning.

9.4.2! Design deductions

Design deductions are applied for transitions/positions being different from the description by a
certain degree (see visible scale of angle deviation) or altering the movement/position concept

(see deduction guidelines for figures in Youth and 12& under categories).

When there are inaccuracies, deductions are as follows:

Small 0.2 points
Medium 0.5 points
Large 1.0 point
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Apply to plumb line points of reference when evaluating vertical and horizontal alignments

required

Small Deviation 1°—15°(0.2)

Medium Deviation 16°—30° (0.5)

Large Deviation 31° or more (1.0)

Deviation allowances for the Thrust action are unique and allow for the legs to be up to an

additional 15° off the vertical line.

Small Deviation 16°—30° (0.2)

Medium Deviation 31°—45° (0.5)

Large Deviation more than 45° (1.0)
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9.4.2.2! Design deduction guidelines for World Aquatics 2022-2025 Youth Figures

In addition to the deductions for angle deviations, there are other design problems that require
deductions. The following table provides some examples of common errors that require

deduction.

Deviation Type

Small Deviation

Medium Deviation

Large Deviation

Deduction 0.2 0.5 1.0
Angle deviation 1°-15° 16°- 30° 31° or more
Flying Fish Spinning 360°

Back Layout Position
to Back Pike Position!

Head tucked in
Submerged Back
Pike position!

Back rounded in
Submerged Back
Pike position!

Toes out of the water
before the Thrust
commences!

Toes 15 —-20cm
below surface before
rise!

Thrust

Legs 15° to 30° from
perpendicular!

Legs 31° to 45° from
perpendicular!

Legs 46° or more
from perpendicular!

Body rising in pike, so
crown of head is at
the surface before
the unroll
commences!

Body rising in pike, so
part of the face is dry
before the unroll
commences!

A hinging, not an
unrolling movement.
Flat back during the
transition!

From Vertical
Position with no
height lost one leg is
lowered rapidly to a
Fishtail Position and
without a pause is
lifted rapidly to a
Vertical Position!

Not achieving the
vertical prior to
lowering the leg

Starting to lower the
leg as the feet leave
the water

Fishtail position not
achieved, lifting
initiated before!

Spinning 360°

Rotation around
lateral axis.!

Rotating slightly less
or more than 360°!

Rotating clearly less
or more than 360°
but less than 450¢° or
more than 270°!

Erratic drops during
Spin!

Rotating at limit of
spin allowance:
minimum 270¢°,
maximum 450°!
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Deviation Type

Deduction

Angle deviation

Small Deviation
0.2
1°-15°

Medium Deviation
0.5
16°- 30°

Large Deviation

1.0

31° or more

Cyclone Open 180°

Twirl from Bent Knee
Surface Arch
Position to Vertical
Position

Slow Twirl, not
changed speed
obviously

Very slow Twirl
(twisting not twirling).

180° open rotation
from Vertical Position
to Split Position

Uneven open
between right and
left legs

Split Position

*See chart for splits

Barracuda Airborne Split Spin up 180°

Back Layout Position
to Back Pike Position

Head tucked in
Submerged Back
Pike position

Back rounded in
Submerged Back
Pike position

Toes out of the water
before the Thrust
commences

Toes 15 —-20cm
below surface before
rise

Thrust

Legs 15° to 30° from
perpendicular

Legs 31° to 45° from
perpendicular

Legs 46° or more
from perpendicular

Body rising in pike, so
crown of head is at
the surface before
the unroll
commences

Body rising in pike, so
part of the face is dry
before the unroll
commences

A hinging, not an
unrolling movement.
Flat back during the
transition

Vertical Position to
Split Position

Not achieving the
vertical prior to the
Split

Starting the Split as
the feet leave the
water

Spin up 180°

Erratic rises during
spin

Obvious push up at
the end of Spin Up

Swordfish Straight Leg Ariana Rotation

Front Layout
Position to Split
position

Straight body until
lifted leg reaches 30°
from horizontal

Straight body until
lifted leg reaches 45°
from horizontal

Piking hips to start
leg lift

Ariana Rotation

Piked hips in front
Split
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Deviation Type

Small Deviation

Medium Deviation

Large Deviation

Deduction 0.2 0.5 1.0
Angle deviation 1°-15° 16°- 30° 31° or more
Whip Continuous Spin 720°

One leg is lowered
rapidly to a Fishtail
Position and without
a pause is lifted
rapidly to a Vertical
Position

Pausing in fishtail
position

Fishtail position not
achieved, lifting
initiated before

Continuous Spin
720°

Accelerates and
achieves speed after
initiating rotation

Slow rotation

Very slow rotation

Uneven rotation and
drop but finishing at
correct height

Dropping more than
2 way from height by
the end of the 1st
rotation

Dropping to ankles
by the end of 1st
rotation and rotating
at ankles

Rotation is less or
more than the
required amount by
90°

Rotation is more
than 90° and less
than 180° off the
required rotation

Rotation is at the
maximum allowance
of up to 180° off the
required rotation

Saturn

Twirl from Fishtail
Position to Vertical
Position

Slow, not obvious
speed change

Very slow (twisting)

Venus

Rotation in Fishtail
Position

Foot of horizontal leg
just off the water

Water level mid-calf
on horizontal leg
(foot) clear of the
water

Spinning 360°

Rotation around
lateral axis.

Rotating slightly less
or more than 360°

Rotating clearly less
or more than 360°
but less than 450° or
more than 270°

Erratic drops during
Spin

Rotating at limit of
spin allowance:
minimum 270¢°,
maximum 450°
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Deviation Type
Deduction

Angle deviation

Small Deviation
0.2
1°-15°

Medium Deviation
0.5
16°- 30°

Large Deviation
1.0

31° or more

Albatross Spin Up 360°

Back Layout Position
to Front Pike Position

Arch to nearly a
Surface Arch
Position before
starting the rotation

Rotating from the
surface

Front Pike Position to
Bent Knee Vertical
Position

Starting to bend the
leg so the toe of the
bending leg is at the
ankle of the
extended leg before
lift commences

Starting to bend the

leg so the toe of the

bending leg is higher
than the ankle of the
extended leg before

lift commences

Spin Up 360° from
Bent Knee Vertical
Position to Vertical
Position

Rotation around
lateral axis.

Rotating slightly less
or more than 360°

Rotating clearly less
or more than 360°
but less than 450¢° or
more than 270°

Rotating at limit of
spin allowance:
minimum 270°,
maximum 450°

Erratic rises during
spin

Obvious push up at
the end of the Spin

Up

Walkover Back Closing 360°

Back Layout to
Surface Arch

Feet and legs travel
30!cm (12!in) or less
along surface

Surface Arch
Position not shown

At start, head and
shoulders press
backward to Surface
Arch Position

Surface Arch to Split

Lifting at knee height
and then rising in
knight position

Erratic speed and
height

Leg lifting very
quickly and then
much slower from
knight to split or vice
versa

Body pauses in
Knight Position

Body stops in Knight
Position

Split to Vertical,
closing 360°

Uneven closing
between right and
left legs

No closing action
during the first 180°
rotation

Legs are open 15°
when the rotation is
completed and then
close

Legs are open 30° o
when the rotation is
completed and then
close

Legs are open 45° or
more when the
rotation is completed
and then close
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Deviation Type
Deduction

Angle deviation

Small Deviation
0.2
1°-15°

Medium Deviation

0.5

16°- 30°

Large Deviation

1.0

31° or more

Ipanema Spinning 180°

Front pike, rapid 180°
rotation to vertical

180° rotation starts
when feet are off the
water

180 °rotation starts
when legs are almost
2 way up to vertical

Legs lifting to almost
vertical before the
180 °rotation starts

Very slow rotation

Spinning 180° (rapid)

Rotation is slightly
less or more than the
required amount of
rotation

Slow at the beginning

Rotation is more or
less than 180¢° by 15°
but not at allowance
limit of 45°

Slow rotation

Rotation is at the
maximum allowance
of up to 45° off the
required rotation

Very slow rotation

London Continuous Spin 720°

Inverted Tuck
Position to Vertical
Position (fast)

Body straight not
rounded during the
lift

Continuous Spin
7201

Accelerates and
achieves speed after
initiating rotation

Slow rotation

Very slow rotation

Uneven rotation and
drop but finishing at
correct height

Dropping more than
2 way down from full
height after first
rotation

Dropping to ankles
by end of 1st rotation
and rotating at
ankles

Rotation is less or
more than the
required amount by
90°.

Rotation is more
than 90¢°.

and less than 180° off
the required rotation.

Rotation is at the
maximum allowance
of up to 180¢° off the
required rotation.

Flamingo Bent Knee Combined Spin 360° + 360°

From Surface
Flamingo Position to
Vertical Bent Knee

A hinging, not an
unrolling movement!

Combined Spin
360° +360°

Holding the Vertical
position too long at
the ankles before

starting the ascent

Starting the rotation

at constant ankle
height before the rise
commences

Erratic drops/rises
during spins

Obvious push up at
the end of the
ascending spin
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9.4.2.3! Deduction guidelines for 2022-2025 age group 12 and Under Figures_

Deviation Type
Deduction

Angle deviation

Small Deviation
0.2
1°- 15°

Medium Deviation
0.5
16°- 30°

Large Deviation
1.0

31° or more

Straight Ballet Leg

Back Layout Position
to Ballet Leg position

Body travels forward
or headfirst up to 15
cm (6lin) as leg is
lifted

Body travels forward
or headfirst more
than 15!cm (6 in) as
leg is lifted

Hips drop up to
7.5cm (3in) as BL is
lifted

Hips drop 10 -30 cm
(4 - 12 in) to inches as
BL is lifted

Hips drop more than
325 cm (13 in) or
more as BL is lifted

Shoulders rounded;
head is forward

Body sitting in water
more than 30 cm
(12!in), head off the
water

Ballet Leg Position to

Bent Knee Back

Hips near surface

Hips deep, shoulders
rounded, head off

Layout Position surface

Barracuda

Back Layout to Head tucked in Back rounded

submerged Back Submerged Back Pike in Submerged

Pike Position position! Back Pike

position!
Toes out of the water Toes 15 — 20
before the Thrust cm below
commences! surface before
rise!

Thrust Body rising Body rising
in pike so in pike, so
head crown part of the
is at the face is dry
surface before
before unrolling
unrolling commences
commences

A hinging,
not an
unrolling
movement
Thrustis Thrustis
faster than slow
layout to
Back Pike
Position but
not rapid
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Small Deviation Medium Deviation
0.2

1°-15°

Deviation Type Large Deviation

0.5 1.0

16° - 30°

Deduction

Angle deviation 31° or more

Front Ariana

Front Pike Position to *See chart for Splits (Section 9.5.2)

Split Position

Ariana Rotation *See chart for Splits (Section 9.5.2)

Piked hips in front
Split

Tower

See angles visual chart

Water Drop Half Twist

Front Layout Position
to Front Pike Position

Hips do not replace
position of head,
moving forward up to
14 cm (5 1/2in)

Hips do not replace
position of head,
moving forward 15-
30lcm (6-12 in)

No forward
movement body
hinges down to pike
position

Legs lifted to Bent
Knee Vertical

Legs are lifted to
vertical assuming

Legs are lifted to
vertical as they move

Legs are lifted to
vertical, movement

Position Bent Knee Position to Bent Knee to Bent Knee
just after vertical is Position, arriving in Position is delayed
reached bent knee prior to
vertical
Half Twist Rotation on lateral

axis

Vertical Descent as
bent knee extends to
vertical

Drop spaces and
extension of bent
knee slightly off

Bent knee fully
extended before
ankles reach surface

Bent knee fully
extended as calves
reach surface

Front Ariana

Front Pike Position to

Split Position

*See chart for Splits (Section 9.5.2)

Ariana Rotation

*See chart for Splits (Section 9.5.2)

Piked hips in front
Split

Swordfish

Front Layout Bent
Knee Position to
Surface Arch Bent
Knee position

Straight body until
lifted leg reaches 30°
from vertical

Straight body until
lifted leg reaches 45°
from vertical

Piking hips to start
leg lift
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Deviation Type
Deduction

Angle deviation

Small Deviation
0.2
1°-15°

Medium Deviation
0.5
16°- 30°

Large Deviation
1.0

31° or more

Kip

Back Layout Position
to Inverted Back
Tuck Position

As body moves into
tuck position head
moves off the
surface toward knees
to assume tuck
position

Head and torso move
toward feet to
assume a tuck
position

Inverted Back Tuck
Position to Vertical
Position

Tuck could be tighter

Head out of line

Knees off chest,
head not tucked in

Body unrolls and legs
extend upward
simultaneously but
vertical attained is
slightly in front of or
behind midway point
described

Unroll is not
simultaneously
achieved

Legs move to vertical
and then back unrolls
under legs

Head and back move
to vertical and then
the legs open at hips
(thighs parallel to
surface of water and
legs straighten to
vertical

Head leads
shoulders backward
to open tuck

Swanita Spinning 180°

Back Layout to Bent
Knee Surface Arch
Position

Body arrives in
Surface Arch
Position just prior to
knee bend

head and shoulders
press backward,
Surface Arch
Position shown
before knee bends

Bent Knee Surface
Arch to Knight
Position

Hips are not parallel
and horizontal leg
turned outward

Hips are not parallel
(15° or more) and
horizontal leg turned
outward with
kneecap
perpendicular to
surface

Rotation from Knight
Position to Fishtail

Horizontal leg moves
side to side during

Vertical leg makes a
circle during 180°

Position rotation rotation toward
horizontal leg (off of
axis)

Spin 180° Horizontal and Descentis

vertical leg join once
the rotation, and
descent is completed
at ankles

completed at ankles
after the first 90°
rotation, so second
rotation half is
performed at same
height (twisting)
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Control deductions guidelines

Control factors give an overall impression of the mastery level of athletes, that is Judges

observe the performance in control terms. The Judge evaluates all control factors to establish

the execution range.

In all areas the Judge observes, as the performance goes, if there are small, medium/obvious, or

large deviations from perfection, and how often those appear, but does not distract with any

calculation.

The Expanded Marking Scale shows both the overall general impression and the specific design

and control points, depicting how a performance can look in each scoring range. This does not

mean that all areas adjust precisely.

Control factors include:

1!

Height

Amount of body (body parts) above the water surface.
Sustained maximum height, according to height charts, defines perfect height.

Height should set the maximum score attainable; in other words: a figure that can be

considered of perfect execution in terms of design, extension, stability, etc. performed
at a height of 8, according to the height scale, should not score more than 8. Judges
must consider height shown during all figure performance, not only in difficult parts
but easier ones as well and have at the end of the figure an average height in mind
(e.g., vertical positions, knight, fishtail, split, etc.). See the Guiding Height Scales for
stable and dynamic height in Section 9.5 and for splits in Section 9.5.2.

Extension

“The amount, degree, or range to which something can be stretched to its fullest

length. Use of muscular strength to enhance the stretch”.
Consider the extension of the body, legs, instep, neck.

Stability

“Solid, with equilibrium maintained and unaffected by change of position”. Position
unaffected by movement. Attain position exactly without correction. Fluid without

evidence of strain”.

Timing /7 Uniform motion

“Constant speed of action throughout the figure unless otherwise specified in the

figure description. Transitions are to be executed without any pauses or stops herein”.

Travel

Figures are to be performed stationery unless otherwise specified. Travel or lack of
required travel needs to be taken into consideration. Travel occurs when hips move in

the horizontal plane.
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The maximum deduction for travel from the overall impression score is 0O.5.

Small deduction O.1

Medium deduction 0.3

Large deduction O.5

Minimal travel or minimal
lack of required travel

Obvious travel in one (1)
transition, and or/ travel in
several transitions

Obvious travel in two (2) or
more transitions and or
travel throughout

Summary

As a summary, the process should be:

Establish a general

impression score

range based on the continuous control

observations: ease of performance, confidence and effortless, fluidity in execution and

height demonstrated (perfect, near perfect, excellent, very good, etc.).

From this score, deduct design deviations observed, if any, and travel, if any. It is very

important not to miss large design errors.

For example, the general impression places the performance in the good category, but the Judge

noted that extension was excellent and must be credited. The Judge must balance and work with

the tenths and decide, in this case, maybe to place in mid to high seven (7). There was a medium

design error in one transition and a minimal travel, so must deduct 0.5+0.1 (0.6). So, the final

score should be low seven (7).

Another example: in a Barracuda Airborne Split, the Judge appreciates excellent height, full

extension, on spot performance, a small break in fluidity prior to Thrust, and is in a low nine (9.3),

but the athlete started to split before reaching first vertical position; a medium 0.5 deduction

should be applied, and the final mark should be lowered to 8.8.

Remember that the use of deduction guidelines is to help the Judge arrive at an accurate score

based on the performance.
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9.5! GUIDING SCALE FOR HEIGHT QUALITY OF PERFORMANCE

Excellent/

Water Levels For: Perfect Near Perfect Very Good Good Competent Satisfactory Deficient Weak
10 9.5 8.5 7.5 6.5 55 4.5 35
. . Well below
. Crotch level . Upper mid- Low to mid- Above Below .
Vertical Double Leg or higher Upper thigh thigh thigh kneecap Kneecap kneecap Igﬂi(igcap (mid
. . Low thigh
Vertical Single Leg, . . i Below
Eishtail/BK Top of pelvis Above crotch Crotch level Upper thigh Mid-thigh (kvr:lgtl;:;l;))ve Kneecap kneecap
Below
- . Low thigh Kneecap
%) gz:,%z(t:éfzr;t Knee Above crotch Crotch level Upper thigh Mid-thigh (Well above Kneecap (BK Arch — Mid shin
T kneecap) below
T surface)
9 ) ) Low thigh
% Ballet Leg Single /7 Bent Horizontal leg At top of thigh  Upper thigh Mid-thigh (Well above Above Kneecap Below
s Knee Back Layout dry kneecap) kneecap kneecap
0
. Well below .
Ballet Leg Double Upp_er thigh Mid-thigh Low thigh Above Kneecap Below kneecap (mid LOW to mid
or higher kneecap kneecap shin) shin
Eggbeater Kick Double Top bust or . Showing Showing . .
Arm higher Arm pitdry Upper bust collar bone shoulder Mid neck Chin Mouth
Eggbeater Kick Single Bust above . . Showing Showing .
Arm surface Top bust Mid bust Arm pitdry Upper bust collar bone shoulder Mid neck
Mid ribs or . . . Showing . . . Above
Thrust, Double Leg higher Lower ribs Waist Top of pelvis crotch Upper thigh Mid-thigh kneecap
. High ribs or P : . . Showing . PR
E Thrust, Single Leg higher Mid ribs Lower ribs Waist Top of pelvis crotch Upper thigh Mid-thigh
[o)] . . . . .
= Rocket Split, Airborne Mid ribs or . . . Showing . . . Above
% Split higher Lower ribs Waist Top of pelvis crotch Upper thigh Mid-thigh kneecap
[$]
é *Re-join to Vertical Crotch level Ubper thigh Upper mid- Low to mid- Above Kneeca Below \I:\:;Iltetc):(:O\EVmM
© Double Leg or higher pp 9 thigh thigh kneecap p kneecap shin) p
c
> .
. . . . Low thigh
0 *Re-
Re join to Vertical Sho_wmg hips Showing hips Crotch level Upper thigh Mid-thigh (Well above Kneecap Below
Single Leg or higher kneecap) kneecap
Showing air . . . . . . Showing
Boost (head up) between legs Crotch level Mid pelvis Top of pelvis Waist Lower ribs Arm pit shoulder

*Rejoin to Vertical Double Leg: The height of the re-joined to Vertical Positions for the Dynamic Height during unstable actions.

*Rejoin to Vertical Single Leg: The height of the re-joined to Vertical Single Leg for the Dynamic Height during unstable actions.
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9.5.1! GUIDING SCALE FOR HEIGHT - DIAGRAMS

9.5.1.11 Eggbeater Kick Double Arms, Boost, Vertical Double Leg, Thrust Double Leg

STABLE Ht.
Double Leg Vertical

3.5

STABLE Ht.
Eggbeater kick,

Double Arm
6.5 —— 3.5
Thig
4.5 7.5——— as
6.5 3.5 85——— ’
9.5 5.5
10 ———
9.5 4.5 \j 6.5
10 : :

- — 7.5

....... 5.5
——8.5
6.5 6—9.5
o 25 10

£ WY | DYNAMIC Ht.
S\ Thrust, Double leg
’ - 9.5
10
DYNAMIC Ht.
\ l Boost, head up
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Ballet Leg Single and Ballet Leg Double Position
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9.5.1.3! Bent Knee 